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SUBJECT: CONGRESSIONAL LETTER ON HUMAN RIGHTS 

1 . TEXT OF COMMERCIAL CABLE FROM FOUR CONGRESSMAN SENT 
8/10/77 TO ASSISTANT SECRETARY TODMAN IS TRANSMITTED 
BELOW FOR YOUR INFORMATION. THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY HAS 
A COPY OF THE CABLE. 

2. QUOTE: 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE FOR INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 
ROOM 6263 DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON DC 20520 

DEAR SECRETARY TODMAN: 

WE WRITE TO YOU AS MEMBERS OF CONGRESS DEEPLY CON- 
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CERNED WITH THE STATUS OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN LATIN AMERICA. 

AT A TIME WHEN CONGRESS HAS TERMINATED OR LIMITED MILITARY 
AND ECONOMIC AID TO THREE OF THE COUNTRIES YOU ARE ABOUT 
TO VISIT, WE ARE CONCERNED THAT YOUR TRIP WILL BE VIEWED 
ABROAD AS WELL AS IN THE UNITED STATES AS REAFFIRMING 
AMERICAN SUPPORT FOR THOSE NATIONS. 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


WE OPPOSE ANY DEEPENING OF RELATIONS WITH CHILE, 

ARGENTINA, AND URUGUAY, BASED ON THE CONTINUING VIOLATIONS 
OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN THOSE COUNTRIES, AND HOPE THAT YOU 
WILL DO EVERYTHING IN YOUR POWER TO GIVE PRIMACY TO THIS 
ISSUE IN THE UPCOMING DIALOGUES. 

REGARDING CHILE, WE ARE DISTURBED BY RESPONSES WE 
HAVE RECEIVED FROM THE STATE DEPARTMENT TO OUR RECENT 
INQUIRIES ON BEHALF OF THE "DISAPPEARED". THE REPLY 
INDICATES THAT THE U.S. IS BOTH "ENCOURAGED" BY GENERAL 
PINOCHET’S SPEECH OF JULY 9, AND HOPEFUL "THAT CURRENT 
TRENDS CONTINUE". THE LETTER ALSO STATES THAT THERE HAVE 
BEEN NO REPORTS OF DISAPPEARANCES IN CHILE SINCE JANUARY, 

1977. WE MUST TAKE EXCEPTION TO THESE CLAIMS, AND POINT 
OUT THAT AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL HAS RELIABLE DOCUMENTATION 
OF DISAPPEARANCES IN THE PAST FEW MONTHS. FURTHERMORE, 

THE LIBERALIZATION PROMISED BY GENERAL PINOCHET DOES NOT 
SEEM TO BE BORNE OUT BY SUCH OCCURRENCES AS THE OUTLAWING 
IN MARCH OF THE CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATIC PARTY. 

WE HOPE THAT YOU WILL MAKE THE NECESSARY GESTURES TO 
ASSURE THAT THE CONCERN FOR HUMAN RIGHTS IS INDEED A 
CORNERSTONE OF OUR FOREIGN POLICY. 

SINCERELY, 

TOM HARKIN 
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TOBY MOFFETT 
GEORGE MILLER 
JOHN BURTON 

END QUOTE. VANCE 
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